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Dear Parent,

Congratulations! You have taken the right step to help your children 
benchmark their English to global standards. 

Welcome to your guide to The Hindu STEP English Olympiad – India’s 
first and most comprehensive English Olympiad.

Research shows that children develop language in stages. Children 
at the same age often have very different levels of language ability. 
Even more importantly, children learn best when given challenging 
tasks near or just above their current ability level. While the content 
of each Olympiad test is different and finely graded, we have grouped 
examples from two years in this book so that students of varying ability 
across two grade levels can access both foundational and challenge 
materials. Students with advanced abilities will find some examples 
useful for review, as well as examples included from more difficult 
material to push them to explore further. Children at grade level, 
especially in the lower grade bound, will find material in their zone 
of proximal learning as well as useful preparation for further study. 

The goal of these guides is to review, confirm, and challenge young 
learners across the range of language ability observed and benchmarked 
by our research with tens of thousands of Indian students.
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EXAM PREPARATION 

Performance in exams to some extent depends on exam preparation. 
Preparing specifically for an exam includes familiarising yourself 
with the format of the exam. By taking practice tests, your child can 
get a feel for the test pattern and know what to expect, as well as 
how to manage their strengths and weaknesses towards success in  
the exam.

1. Log in to www.steptest.in
2. Click on Login at the top right corner of the site
3. Enter your email address, or registered phone number and your PIN
4. Click Submit 
5. You will now be able to access the Olympiad test. 

Improving language skills
The Olympiad is a test of communicative language and focuses specifically 
on listening, reading and use of English. Your child can improve their 
performance in the Olympiad by building general reading and listening 
skills as well as the ability to use English effectively. We will  look at each of  
these in detail. 

UNDERSTANDING LISTENING

Listening is the key to all effective communication. Listening is the ability 
to accurately receive and interpret messages in the communication 
process. Without the ability to listen effectively, messages are easily 
misunderstood. As a result, communication breaks down and the sender 
of the message can easily become frustrated or irritated, or important 
points lost. 

Listening is an active process. Listening requires us to be able to grasp, 
understand and judge the meaning of information inputs. While hearing 
is a passive process and takes place automatically, listening is a conscious 
choice that demands your attention and concentration.

For students, good listening is extremely important. Listening is how 
you understand, learn and grow. Students are taught how to read and 
write in school, but often we don’t teach how to ‘listen’, even though it 
is such an important thing. 

The Olympiad focuses on this skill from an early age as it is proven that 
children who begin learning language skills young achieve higher levels 
of proficiency. 
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What are Listening sub-skills?

Listening is one of the four language macro skills (the others are reading, 
speaking and writing). The language skills of speaking, listening, writing 
and reading are often divided into sub-skills, which are specific behaviours 
that language users do in order to be effective in each of the skills.

It’s important to understand that in real life there’s no such thing as 
just ‘listening’ or ‘reading’. In fact, there are several different kinds 
of listening, which we call sub-skills. There are several categories 
of sub-skills for listening such as deducing meaning from context, 
inferring attitude and feeling, predicting etc. Let’s look at some of the 
basic listening sub-skills which young children can easily develop: 

• Listening for gist: This is when we listen to something to get 
a general idea of what it’s about, of what’s being said. We don’t 
want or need to understand every word, just the main idea. 
Example: listening to a summary of the day’s news on the radio. 

• Listening for specific information: This is when we listen to 
something because we want to discover a piece of information. 
We know in advance what we’re hoping to find out. We can ignore 
other information which doesn’t interest us. Example: listening 
to a weather report to find out about the weather in your city. 

• Listening in detail: This is when we listen  very closely, paying 
attention to all the words and trying to understand as much information 
as possible. Example: listening to directions when driving. 
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To get a better understanding, think about these listening situations.

Situation
Listening 
sub-skill

Reasons

You’re at the 
airport, listening for 
information about 
your flight. 

You’re driving to 
a place you are 
unfamiliar with. You 
are using Google 
maps to help direct 
you.

Your friend has 
already watched a 
movie and is giving 
you a review on it. 
Based on what your 
friend says you will 
decide whether to 
watch it or not.

Listening 
for specific 
information, then 
listening in detail

Listening in detail

Listening for gist

You’re only interested 
in your own flight. 
Then, when your 
flight is mentioned, 
you listen carefully 
for information about 
the boarding gate, 
possible delays, etc. 

You can’t afford 
to miss any of the 
information given as 
every detail i.e. road, 
landmark etc. are 
important to you.

Here you only need 
the understand the 
core or the essence 
of what your friend 
is saying in order to 
make a decision.

Note: More than one reason may be possible. Sometimes different people 
might listen in different ways, or they might start listening using one 
sub-skill and then switch to another. 
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Which listening sub-skills are tested in the Olympiad? 
The primary listening sub-skills tested include listening for specific 
information, listening for detailed meaning and listening for 
opinion/ feelings/attitude. 

How can I support my child’s listening skills? 
To support the development of your child’s listening skills, you 
need to give them opportunities to practice ‘active listening’. Active 
listening is hearing information, processing it, and then doing 
something about it, for example, answering a question. 

In the Olympiad test, students need to listen to information, process 
it, and perform an action (i.e. complete a question) based on what 
they have heard and processed.  

Let’s look at each of the sub-skills covered in the Olympiad tests and 
some simple activities that can be done to develop each of these 
sub-skills. 

Listening for specific information 
Specific information is often factual in nature, for example, a name, 
a place, a profession, an object, a number or a quantity. When you 
listen for specific information, you need to have some idea of what 
you’re listening for before you listen and while you’re listening.  

In an exam situation, children will need to predict and anticipate the 
kind of information that will answer the question, while also being 
aware that the idea that they are listening for could be expressed in 
the recording in a number of different ways.  

Given below is an example of an Olympiad listening question which 
focuses on the sub-skill listening for specific information.  

Please read the script below aloud to your learner and ask them to 
answer the question. 

Man :   Have you got something to read on the journey?

Woman :   I’ve left my book at home. Are you going to go to the  
 bookshop?

Man :  Yes, I’ll buy you a magazine, if you like.

Woman :   That will be great.
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1. What will the woman read on the journey? 

 

A B C
Listening in detail

Listening in detail is the ability to listen with attention to all the details. 
In this listening situation, the emphasis is on the various elements of 
what is heard and not just facts.

Given below is an example of an Olympiad listening question which 
focuses on the sub-skill listening in details.

Please read the script below aloud to your learner and ask them to 
answer the questions. 

Woman : Hello, Hannah, how was your weekend?

Hannah : Fine. I went swimming on Friday. And, again on Sunday. 
On Saturday, I went to Farmdale’s , the new department 
store.

Woman : Where’s Farmdale’s?

Hannah : You go along Queen Street and then the name of the road 
changes and it becomes West Street. It’s just after that…
not far from the bus station on Broad Street.

Woman : Did you go by bus?
Hannah : My mother drove me. It’s quicker that way. The train’s so 

expensive.
Woman : Did you buy anything? 

Hannah : I tried on a sweater and a skirt. But I didn’t like them. Then 
I saw a really nice dress. It looked great on me, so I bought 
it. It was only £35, so it wasn’t expensive. My mother gave 
me £60 for my birthday, so I have £25 to buy something 
else.
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Woman : Can you wear it with your green jacket? 

Hannah : Yes, I think so. They had black or blue in my size but I 
thought the black one was better with the green jacket, 
so I bought that.

Woman : Wear it tomorrow.

Hannah : Okay.

1. Where is the department store?

a. in Queen Street

b. in West Street

c. in Broad Street

2. What colour is the dress?

a. Black

b. Blue

c. Green

Developing Good Listening Habits

Developing the active listening habit is simple. You can do this with 
your child while listening to the radio or watching TV. Here are some 
ideas on how this could be done:

 h Listening: Ask your child to listen to advertisements, news 
announcements, or an interview or conversation between people 
on the TV or radio. If on the TV, ask them not to look at the screen 
so that they only hear the audio.

 h Post-listening activity: Once your child listens to any of the 
above, ask him/her questions which focus on:

•	 Listening	for	specific	information: You can do this by asking 
direct and indirect questions about a name, a place, a profession, 
an object, a number or a quantity mentioned in what they 
heard. For example, “What was the price of the product in the 
advertisement?”, or, “What was the occupation of the person 
being interviewed?”
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•	 Listening	in	detail:  You can do this by asking probing questions 
about some of the details from the audio such as descriptions, 
narration of incidents etc. For example, “What happened during 
the match?”

Let’s see a real example. Suppose you and your child hear this news 
announcement:

A fire that destroyed one hundred and forty homes was blamed on a 
house cat named Timmy. Timmy was playing with his ball and ended up 
accidentally tripping on a gas lamp placed on top of the TV set in the 
second floor of the Mehta’s house. The fire left an estimated two hundred 
and eighty families homeless. No one was reported killed but damages 
such as loss of furniture and vehicles were estimated at crores of rupees.

You can ask different post-listening questions to focus on the different 
subskills. 

For listening for specific information, you could ask:

1. What or whom caused the fire?

2. What was the cat’s name?

When for listening in detail, you could ask:

1. How did the fire start?

2. What was result of the fire?

What else can I do to improve my child’s listening on the Olympiad?

The Olympiad is a test of real-life listening skills and as your child’s 
listening skills improve, so will their performance in the tests. However, 
in order to prepare your child for the exam, you could familiarize your 
child with the Olympiad test format. The best way to do is by using the 
practice test papers provided.

The question format or task types used in the Olympiad are quite   
unusual and it may be useful to ensure that they understand each task 
type. Here are some of the task types that your child may encounter in 
the listening portion of the test.
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Comprehension with Pictures

In the listening part of the Olympiad test, your child will listen to a 
series of short dialogues. For each of the dialogues, there will be one 
question to be answered. The question is a 3-option multiple choice 
where each answer option will be a picture. 

Please find a sample of this type of question. Please read the script 
below aloud to your learner and ask them to answer the question. 

Angela :  Hi Joe, happy birthday. 

Joe :  Thanks, Angela. 

Angela :  So, what did you get from your parents?

Joe :  Well, I asked for the new Walkman that Patrick has but I 
got a new bike instead. It’s awesome!

1. What did Joe get for his birthday?

A B C

Longer Monologue

In the listening part of the Olympiad test, your child will listen to a 
longer monologue or interview (with one main speaker) and answer 
3-option multiple-choice questions based on the information they heard. 

Please find below a sample of this type of question. Please read the 
script below aloud to your learner and ask them to answer the question. 

Woman : Hello, Hannah, how was your weekend?

Hannah : Fine. I went swimming on Friday. And again on Sunday. 

On Saturday, I went to Farmdale’s , the new department 

store.
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Woman : Where’s Farmdale’s?

Hannah : You go along Queen Street and then the name of the road 

changes and it becomes West Street. It’s just after that…

not far from the bus station on Broad Street.

Woman : Did you go by bus?

Hannah : My mother drove me. It’s quicker that way. The train’s so 

expensive.

Woman : Did you buy anything? 

Hannah : I tried on a sweater and a skirt. But I didn’t like them. Then 

I saw a really nice dress. It looked great on me, so I bought 

it. It was only £35, so it wasn’t expensive. My mother gave 

me £60 for my birthday, so I have £25 to buy something 

else.

Woman : Can you wear it with your green jacket? 

Hannah : Yes, I think so. They had black or blue in my size but I 

thought the black one was better with the green jacket, 

so I bought that.

Woman : Wear it tomorrow.

Hannah : Okay.

1. How did Hannah travel to the department store?

a. by car

b. by bus

c. by train
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UNDERSTANDING READING

Reading refers to the ability to understand written text. The development 
of reading skills is vital to children’s development.  

When we comprehend or understand written text, and combine our 
understanding with prior knowledge, we can identify simple facts 
presented in written text (literal comprehension), make judgments 
about the written text’s content (evaluative comprehension) 
and connect the text to other written passages and situations 
(inferential comprehension).

It is advisable to develop reading fluency at an early age as this skill 
has implications, both on performance in academics and later in the 
workplace. 

What are Reading sub-skills?

As with listening, reading is also one of the four language macro skills 
which are often divided into sub-skills, which are specific behaviours 
that language users do in order to be effective in each of the skills.

Becoming a proficient reader requires mastery of several skills that need 
to be applied simultaneously. Obviously, this doesn't happen overnight. 
These basic skills should be learned first in isolation. As readers becomes 
more adept at each one, they can progress and combine skills until they 
can read independently with full comprehension of what they read.

There are several categories of sub-skills such as reading for detail, 
deducing meaning from context, note-taking, skimming, proofreading, 
editing, reading for gist, global understanding, inferring attitude, feeling, 
mood predicting, scanning etc. Let’s look at some of the basic reading 
sub-skills which young people can easily develop:

•	 Reading	for	main	meaning:  This represents reading for the core 
point that the author is trying to convey. The main idea is usually 
reinforced by a series of other points or details which support the 
premise of the main idea. These are called supporting ideas and may 
be stated or implied.
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•	 Skimming/reading	for	gist:	 Skimming is reading a text quickly to 
get a general idea of meaning. Skimming is a specific reading skill 
which is common in reading newspapers, messages and e-mails, 
the key factor being that there is no need to read every word while 
skimming, as long as the general idea is understood.

•	 Scanning/reading	for	specific	 information: Reading in order 
to find specific information, e.g. figures or names. When we read 
a train timetable, we would use this subskill as we look for specific 
information like times and places.

•	 Reading	to	understand	attitude,	opinion	and	writer	purpose:  
This is the ability to pick up the nuances and understand why the 
writer is writing what he is writing and what the writer feels about 
the topic he is writing about. When we read an editorial, we would 
use this subskill to understand what the writer is conveying often 
in a subtle way.

•	 Inferring	meaning: This means either guessing the meaning of new 
vocabulary in a text or understanding meaning or a message in the 
text that is not immediately obvious.

To get a better understanding about these, think about the 
following reading situations

Situation Reading sub-skill Reasons

You’re at the bus 
stand, trying to 
determine if the 1A 
bus stops here

Reading for specific 
information

You’re only 
interested in your 
bus.

You’re reading an 
article about the 
Indian cricket team’s 
performance in last 
night’s T20

Skimming for gist You’re interested, 
but the exact 
number of runs 
scored is less 
important than the 
big ideas, such as 
“who won?” and 
“who played well?”
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You’re reading a 
movie review online 
that mentions that 
the Film Board 
may not allow the 
release because of 
‘excessive profanity’

Inferring meaning You’re not sure what 
‘excessive profanity’ 
means, but you can 
make an educated 
guess based on 
the fact that the 
movie might not 
be allowed to be 
screened.

Note: As with listening, more than one reason may be possible, and readers 
will switch between sub-skills as needed or desired. 

Which reading sub-skills are tested in the Olympiad?

The primary reading sub-skills tested include reading for main meaning, 
reading for gist, reading for specific information, reading to understand 
attitude, opinion and writer purpose, and inferring meaning.

How can I support my child’s reading skils?

To support the development of your child’s reading skils, you need 
to give them opportunities to practice reading, while students may 
be used to reading their regular textbooks, the Olympiad contains  
reading contexts that students may not be exposed to if their text 
is their textbook. Exposure to real-life reading content will help in 
developing reading skills.

Jeremy Banks

Jeremy Banks played football for his school team and also for his village 
club. He was an excellent player and hoped to play for his country one 
day. Then, at the age of thirteen, he hurt himself badly when he fell 
down a mountain. In hospital, the doctors told him that his leg was 
broken in three places. ‘You should forget about playing ball games, 
but swimming will be good for your leg,’ the doctor said. 

The footballer Tony Veers read about Jeremy in a newspaper and 
decided to visit him in hospital. They spent a long time talking about 
football and Tony gave Jeremy three tickets for England’s next match 
against Scotland.
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Jeremy went to the game in London with his parents and was happy 
when England won. After the match, Tony invited them to a party with 
the England team. Jeremy enjoyed that most of all.

That was two years ago. Jeremy 
didn’t listen to the doctor and eight 
months after that terrible day on 
the mountain, he was back on the 
football field. Six months later, he was 
playing matches again. Tony took the 
England manager to watch Jeremy 
play and the manager chose him for 
the national under-17s team. ‘I’m 
so happy,’ said Jeremy. ‘I’ve always 
wanted to play for England. One day 
I’ll be the best player in the team!’

1. Jeremy broke his  leg  
when he:

a. was mountain climbing.

b. was playing football.

c. fell down at school.

2. What did the doctor  
say to Jeremy?

a. ‘You haven’t hurt your leg badly.’

b. ‘Swimming won’t help you get 
     better.’

c. ‘You can’t play football any more.’

Reading for specific information
Whether listening or reading, specific information is typically factual, for 
example, a name, a place, a profession, an object, a number or a quantity. 
When you read for specific information, you should have some idea of 
what you’re looking for before you read and while you’re reading. In an 
exam situation, children will need to predict and anticipate the kind of 
information that will answer the question, while also being aware that 
information can be presented in a passage in a variety of different ways. 
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1.
Yang became 
famous when she 
was 34.

a. Right.

b. Wrong.

c. Doesn’t say.

Reading to understand attitude, opinion and purpose

Most writers have a point of view. This point of view or opinion informs 
how they write. For example, when someone who is an animal activist 
writes a review about a circus which includes performances by animals, 
his/her opinions and attitude will be come across in the way he/she 
writes even if this is not explicitly stated. Understanding attitude, 

Yang Jing usually plays her music in big 
halls in places like New York and Paris. Yang 
plays an old Chinese musical instrument 
called a pipa. She has been famous in China 
for many years. Now she is 34 years old 
and the best pipa player in the world. She 
usually gets $3000 each time she plays. 
A businessman called Peter Bloxham 
s a w  Ya n g  p l a y i n g  i n  C h i n a  w h e n 
he was on a business trip. Peter comes from Cheswardine, 
a village in England.  After the show, he talked to Yang. He 
told her that his village needed to repair their old village 
hall, so Yang agreed to play there. ‘You can use all the ticket 
money for your hall,’ she said. ‘You needn't pay me anything.’
Last week, Yang arrived in Cheswardine for her show. She said: ‘I 
usually stay in big hotels where everything is fast and busy, so it is 
lovely to stay in a small place where everyone has time to talk to me 
and be so nice. I don't suppose there are many people in this place 
who have seen or heard a pipa before. I hope they will like my music.’

Chinese Music in an English Village 

Given below is an example of an Olympiad question which focuses on the 
sub-skill reading for specific information. 

Ask your learner to read the passage and answer the question.
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opinion, and purpose is a vital part of critically evaluating information, as 
the purpose and point of view also affect the way we respond to writing. 
This often means looking deeper than just the words, towards thinking 
about motivation and goals of the author. 

Given below is an example of an Olympiad question which focuses on 
the sub-skill reading to understand attitude, opinion and writer purpose.

Refer to the Jeremy Banks passage in the previous section.

1.
The England 
manager thought 
Jeremy was:

a. too young to play in an important   
    match.

b. the best player in the under-17s   
    team.

c. good enough for an England team.

Developing Good Reading Habits

Developing good reading habits is simple. Encourage your child to read 
with you and to also read independently. You can do this by reading stories 
to your child at night, or by asking them to read along with you while you 
read a newspaper or magazine. Here are some ideas on how this could be 
done, noting that, as with active listening, all reading should be followed 
by questioning:

 h Reading activity: When choosing reading material, keep the following 
in mind:

• real life contexts e.g. such as interviews, songs, speeches etc.

• correct length and level for the students for e.g. if a speech, 
interview etc. is too long, shortening it will help make it the right 
level for students
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The texts used in the Olympiad are mostly adapted from authentic 
reading texts. Therefore, in order to develop your child’s reading skills 
in a real environment as well as to prepare them effectively for the 
Olympiad, you could use following kinds of texts for practice:

• notices and signs 

• packaging information 

• notes, emails, cards, text messages, postcards 

• newspapers and magazines 

• simplified encyclopedias and other non-fiction books

• brochures and leaflets 

• websites

You can ask your child to read aloud road signs as you travel, or find 
details in advertisements you receive in the post. 

 h Post-reading activity: Once your child reads any of the above, ask 
him/her questions which focus on the:

• specific information that they have read e.g. on numbers, 
names, places etc. from the text

• detailed information that they have read such as descriptions etc.

• understanding of the main message from what they read

• meaning that needs to be inferred from what they read  

Let’s see a real example. Suppose you and your child read this story 
together:

A boy from Raipur has won the World Spelling Bee by correctly spelling the 

word “splendiferous”. Battling two hundred contestants from eighty-five 

countries, Mahesh Kapoor has brought home the grand prize to India. 

When asked why he did so well, Mahesh said “I read the newspaper 

every day.” His mother and father were unfortunately not able to travel 

to Paris, where the final was held, but instead watched every moment 

on TV from their home in Jhanda Chowk. Mahesh’s uncle Baburaj, who 

luckily happened to live in France, was with Mahesh on his day of victory.
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You can ask different post-reading questions to focus on the different 
subskills for e.g.

For reading for specific information, you could ask: 

1. What was the winning word?

2. How many contestants were there?

For inferring meaning, you could ask:

1. What did reading the newspaper do for Mahesh?

What else can I do to improve my child’s reading on the 
Olympiad?

The Olympiad is a test of real-life reading skills and as your child’s 
reading skills improve so will their performance in the tests. However, 
in order to prepare your child for the exam, you should familiarise your 
child with the Olympiad test format. The best way to do is by using the 
practice test papers provided.

The question format or task types used in the Olympiad are quite 
distinctive and it may be useful to ensure that they understand each 
task type. Here are some of the task types that your child may encounter 
in the Reading portion of the test.
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Picture Comprehension

Your child is tested on comprehension of a picture and need to process 
key elements of vocabulary or grammar. Your child will be shown a 
picture and statements, some of which correctly describe the picture 
and some which do not. They need to write ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ responses to 
sentences about a picture.

YES NO

1
The boy who wins the race is wearing 
striped shorts.

2
One of the boys watching the race 
is looking at his leg.
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Notices and Signs:

Your child is tested on understanding the main message from real-world 
notices and other short texts for the main message. Your child will read 
very short discrete texts: signs and messages, postcards, notes, emails, 
labels etc. and answer short question with three-option multiple choice 
or choose from three-option sentences about the main message.

1

 

All bedrooms must  
be empty by noon

Who is this notice for?
A. hotel guests
B. shop assistants
C. nurses

Conversational Language:

Your child is tested on their understanding of conversations and identifying 
appropriate responses. Your child will do a matching task with discrete 
3-option multiple-choice items focusing on verbal exchange patterns.

Please find below sample of this type of question. 

1. Can I have a  
sandwich?

a. Yes of course

b Yes, it is

c. Yes, that’s right

Comprehension:

Your child is tested on reading for detailed comprehension including 
understanding attitude, opinion and writer purpose as well as reading 
for gist and global understanding. There are 2 types of questions that 
may be used along with comprehension passages. One type involves 
questions/statements with 3 answer options.

Please find below a sample of this type of question. 

Refer to the previous Jeremy Banks passage:

1.
What was the 
best thing about 
Jeremy’s day in 
London?

a. meeting the England players

b. seeing England win a match

c. travelling with his parents
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The other type could be questions with 3 options which are right, wrong 
and ‘doesn’t say’. This is particularly challenging for children as while 
they are familiar with something being correct or incorrect as per the 
passage, they are not familiar with recognizing that it may not even be 
addressed/mentioned in the passage.

Please find below sample of this type of question.

Refer to previous Yang Jing passage:

1. Yang often plays with other people.

a. Right

b. Wrong

c. Doesn’t say

HAPPY TEST TAKING! 

A Final Note

Thank you for carefully reading this Olympiad guide. 

Remember, the best way to help your child prepare is to give 
them rich opportunities to read and listen. Encourage their 
reading with plenty of newspapers, books, and magazines in your 
house. Encourage their active listening by involving them in your 
conversations and (gently) quizzing them on their understanding. 

But most of all, keep in mind that the Olympiad should be a fun 
experience. No matter how your child performs, your Olympiad 
report will give you valuable insight into their current skills, and 
opportunity to compare their skills with children across India. 
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You will hear people talking in different situations.

For each question, listen and choose the correct answer.

(Instructor notes: Read the transcript aloud to your learner)

1. Which school sport club will Mark join this term?

Transcript: 

Girl  : Are you going for football club this term Mark?

Mark  :  Well, I played football last term and the basketball teacher 
asked me to join his club this term.

Girl  :  Well, you’re welcome to come to the hockey club with me.

Mark  :  I’m better at basketball so I’ll do that. I might join the 
hockey club next term.

2. Where was Nick yesterday afternoon?
Transcript:

Woman   :  Did you go to the beach yesterday afternoon Nick?

Nick   : No, I was there in the morning with my Mum after we  
 went to the super market.

Woman   :  And in the evening you went to the cinema, is that right? 

Nick   :  No I was there in the afternoon.

LISTENING (Practice Test)

Part 1
5 questions

A B C
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3.	 Which	film	will	they	watch?
Transcript:

Sister  :  Mum’s given us money to go to the cinema. So what should 
we see?

Brother :  How about World Cycling 2?

Sister  : That’s your hobby, not mine. And World Cycling 1 was so 
boring. So Wild Forest would be better. My friend said it’s 
really good.

Brother : Okay, let’s see that. The only other film on is Rock Musical 
and I saw that last week with Leo.

4. What does the girl want to wear to the barbecue?
Transcript:

Mum : Aren’t you going to Leo’s birthday party tomorrow?

Girl : I am but I don’t know what to wear. If it’s a smart party I 
guess I should get a new dress but I’d really love to wear my 
jeans.

A B C

A B C
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Mum : Well, Leo’s mum told me it’s definitely not smart. It’s a  
barbeque. So you could even go in shorts.

Girl : Hmm you’re right. Perfect if we all play football later. Thanks 
for the suggestion Mum.

5. What’s the matter with Paul?

Transcript:

Girl : Paul can’t go to school today.

Man  : Has he got a temperature? 

Girl  :  No he hasn’t. But his cough is worse.

Man  :  What about his headache?

Girl  :  That’s better now.

A B C

A B C
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Part 2
5 questions

Listen to David telling his friend Sally about a swimming club.

Listen and choose the correct answer.

(Instructor notes: Read the transcript aloud to your learner.)

David :  Do you still want to join the swimming club, Sally? I can take 

you there next week.

Sally :  Great, David! Is it on Tuesday?

David :  That’s the beginners’ class. I go to Advanced on Wednesday. 

Thursday is for adults only.

Sally :  I see. How many people are there in the class?

David :  Last term, there were eight, but this term, only 6 people go. 

It’s better with a small class. The most they ever have in a 

class is ten

Sally :  Good! How will we get to the pool?

David :  Mum can’t drive us next week, so we’ll take the bus. I 

sometimes cycle, but not in this cold weather.

Sally : What time shall I come to your house?

David : The lesson starts at five, so we’ll have to leave at half past 

four. Can you come after school at quarter past three and 

watch TV first?

Sally :  Okay. Last question. What do I need to take

David :  Just your swimming things. Oh and some cash. I always buy 

some juice and a burger after the lesson.

Sally :  Fine. Thanks, David.
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6. David goes to the swimming 
club on:

a. Tuesday.

b. Wednesday.

c. Thursday.

7. How many people are there in 
David’s class now?

a. 6

b. 8

b. 10

8.
How will David and Sally get to 
the swimming pool next week?

a. by bike

b. by car

c. by bus

9. 
What time does the class be-
gin?

a. 3.15

b. 4.30

c. 5.00

10. 
What does David take with 
him to the pool?

a. a snack

b. a drink

c. some money
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Read the text.

For each space, choose the correct answer.

1. Laura’s family stayed in a hotel in the mountains near a small 
________ with sailing boats on it.

 A.  lake  B.   sea  C. pool

2. Laura’s father was happy because people working at the  
hotel were very________

 A.  right   B. pleasant  C.  sure

3. One day they went fishing and Laura ________three fish.

 A.  took   B. pulled  C.  caught

4. Laura wanted to _______to the top of the highest mountain there.

 A.  arrive   B.  visit  C.  climb

5.  Laura wore a strong pair of _______on her feet for walking in the 
mountains.

 A.  boots   B.  trousers  C. shorts

READING (Practice Test)

Part 1
5 questions
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Read the text.

For each question, choose the correct answer.

Part 2
5 questions

Sports Hero
My sports hero is a swimmer 
called Colin Marr. At five years 
old he was already good at  
football and tennis. He didn’t 
learn to swim until he was six, 
but by the age of seven, he was 
the school champion.

A professional coach saw Colin 
swimming and wanted him to 
train for the national team. 
Colin’s mother left her job as a 
teacher and  became Colin’s coach. The owner of a local sports 
shop agreed to sponsor him.

Colin worked hard. He got up at five o’clock in the morning to 
train in the swimming pool. The worst thing for him was that 
he didn’t have much time to see his friends. He only had a rest 
from training when it was his birthday.

Colin is now eighteen and the best swimmer in the country. He 
hopes to study Sports Science at university. He says he’s lucky 
because he travels all over the world, but he finds it hard to 
swim in international competitions.

Colin is a wonderful athlete, but he’s my hero because he talks 
to children, helping them to see how important sport is. I’m sure, 
when he retires from swimming and stops competing, he’ll be 
a great coach.
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6. Colin Marr started  
swimming when he was:

a. five.

b. six.

c. seven.

7. Who trained Colin at the 
beginning of his career?

a. his mother

b. a professional coach

c. the owner of a sports shop

8. What did Colin find hard-
est?

a. training on his birthday

b.  getting up early in the 
morning

c.  spending very little time 
with his friends

9. Colin is happy because he:

a.  swims in international  
competitions.

b.  travels to different 
countries.

c.  is studying Sports Science.

10. 
Why is Colin the writer’s 
hero?

a.  He is an excellent coach.

b.  He tells children about 
sport.

c.  He is one of the country’s 
best athletes.
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Part 3
5 Questions

Are the sentences ‘Right’ or ‘Wrong’? 

Read the text. 

If there is not enough information to answer ‘Right’ or ‘Wrong’, 
choose ‘Doesn’t say’.

Our Club’s Footballer of the Month is Billy Johnson

Billy Johnson has been with United since he 
was 12. Now, at only 19, he’s our youngest 
first team player.

Did you always want to become a footballer, 
Billy?

Yes, I wanted to do everything my older 
brother did. I worked very hard because I 
wanted to get into United’s under-16 team 
like him.

That’s right. Your brother Gary also played 
for United.

Yes, he taught me so much and, to me, he’s 
the best brother in the world.

Tell us about your first day at United.

It was hard because Gary was playing for the first team at the 
time and some of the other boys said ‘You’re only here because 
of your brother’. I knew they were wrong so I just laughed and 
said nothing, but I wanted to cry!

Do you hope to stay with United or move on to an Italian football 
club like Gary?

United’s a great club and, at the moment, I don’t want to leave. 
But I’m only 19 and who knows how I’ll feel in a few years’ time?
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11. 
Billy decided to be a foot-
baller when he was very 
young.

a. Right

b. Wrong

c. Doesn’t say

12.
Billy knows he has learned 
a lot from his brother.

a. Right

b. Wrong

c. Doesn’t say

13.
Billy enjoyed his first day at 
United.

a. Right

b. Wrong

c. Doesn’t say

14.
Billy’s brother is a better 
footballer than he is.

a. Right

b. Wrong

c. Doesn’t say

15.
Billy is sure he will follow 
his brother to Italy.

a. Right

b. Wrong

c. Doesn’t say
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Part 4
5 questions

For each question, read and choose the correct answer.

16.

a. This equipment must be put away 
at the end of Mr Bank’s class.

b. Only Mr Bank’s students can 
practise on this equipment before 
each gym lesson.

c. Mr Bank must be in the class 
with students when they use the 
equipment.

17.

a. Ella’s aunt will give Maria a lift 
home tonight.

b. Maria will text Ella’s aunt to ask 
for a lift home.

c. Maria’s mother will tell her if she 
can meet her.

18.

a. You can collect your picnic at 
the Centre.

b. You can always use the Centre 
for a picnic.

c. You can have a picnic in the 
Centre if it rains.

19.

a. Martha is asking Stuart to get 
back as soon as he can on Sunday.

b. Martha is inviting Stuart to come 
to a party before he goes on 
holiday.

c. Martha wants Stuart to come 
to the party at whatever time 
he can.

20.

a. Find out what our animal keepers 
do by taking our free half-day 
tour.

b. Visitors to the zoo today can try 
the work of the animal keepers.

c. By paying to spend some time 
with our animal keepers, you 
can help the zoo.
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Read the text. For each question, choose the correct answer.

Part 5 
5 questions

My Favourite Place by actor Joe McGann

Two years ago, some friends and I had the best holiday we’ve 
ever had, walking and climbing in the mountains of Peru. It was 
unforgettable, with wonderful scenery and magnificent brightly 
coloured birds circling in the sky above. What made the holiday 
really special for me was that we hired a local expert who showed 
us the hidden green and fertile valley sides. There were lots of 
narrow paths, all with a long, steep drop off the side. I loved that 
– it was dangerous but exciting. 

The local people, the Quechua, are very friendly. They don’t often 
meet English people but fortunately they nearly all speak Spanish 
as well as their own language. As my Spanish isn’t bad, we chatted 
quite easily. I loved the food, too – their corn is delicious and the 
local fish which is caught in the lakes is the best in the world.

I remember one guy who had an enormous dangerous-looking bird 
sitting on his shoulder. He asked me if I’d like to hold it, which I 
did. I was with my friend, who was wearing a hat. I couldn’t believe 
my eyes when suddenly the bird flew off my arm and sat calmly 
on her head. It was an extraordinary sight.

I intend to go back to the area next year, and I will drive south all 
the way to Patagonia, right to the Pacific Ocean. It will take about 
six weeks. It really was magical, and just thinking about it today 
makes me want to go back there right now.
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21. In this text the writer is:

a. talking about his experiences in Peru.

b. explaining why he has decided to live in Peru.

c. advising tourists what to do in Peru.

d. describing the animal and bird life in Peru.

22. What did Joe like about walking in the mountains?

a. being with friends for company

b. finding his own way through the mountains

c. having a guide who knew the area well

d. knowing that the mountain paths were wide and safe

23. Joe was able to communicate with the local people because:

a. he spoke to them in Spanish.

b. most of them spoke English.

c. his guide translated.

d. he spoke their language.

24. How did Joe react to what the bird did?

a. He was afraid.

b. He was surprised.

c. He was amused.

d. He was annoyed.
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25. How might Joe describe his feelings to one of his friends?

a. ‘It was wonderful to meet the Quechua people and go fishing 
with them.’

b. ‘The peaceful, safe and relaxing environment makes me feel 
warm and happy inside.'

c. ‘I know that everything I do there is preparing me for living in 
Peru one day.’

d. ‘The amazing natural scenery, exciting walks and friendly people 
are my idea of a perfect place.’
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LISTENING

1 C
2 A
3 B
4 A
5 C
6 B
7 A
8 C
9 C
10 C

READING  

1 A
2 B
3 C
4 C
5 A
6 B

7 A
8 C
9 B
10 B
11 A
12 A
13 B
14 C
15 B
16 C
17 A
18 C
19 C
20 C
21 A
22 C
23 A
24 B
25 D

ANSWER KEY
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